Basic Understanding of Christianity
Lesson 1 – Salvation: What is it and how do I get it? Also, how do I share this Good News with others?

Lesson 2 – God / Jesus / Holy Spirit – General discussion about who they are and what we each need to know about them?

Lesson 3 – My Role – What am I to do and how do I go about doing it

Lesson 1 - SALVATION:

What is it? 
Answer: Salvation is the act of God redeeming us to Himself and giving us a way to be righteous before Him and be with Him in Eternity in Heaven. See John 3:16-18
 16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son

How do I get it for myself? – See below
How do I share it with others? – See below
Salvation is a topic we have heard for many years if we have been in the church for any length of time. We can even hear about it on the Christian Networks on Television or Radio. It is a concept we are familiar with but I wonder if we really understand it.

It is a critical that we understand the idea of Salvation, the process for being “saved” and what our own personal status is. These next few lessons will be basic for many of you but hopefully there is one that needs some better understanding of the topics.

For many “Christians” the notion of Becoming a Christian is foreign. They believe they were born into a family of Christians and were confirmed or baptized as infants and become members of the Church…or in their eyes… Christians. This is particularly true of our brothers and sisters that grow up in the Roman Catholic Church or the other “high” Churches such as Anglican, Episcopal, Orthodox, or Lutheran Church.
Our belief and the belief of the early church is that we each must choose the path we will take. This cannot be done by others no matter how well intentioned or sincere they are. Because our mothers or fathers were Christian, does not mean we are automatically Christians. Because we “grew up” in a Church, does not mean we are Christians. Yet many of us or our friends have beliefs like these.

In a conversation, bring up salvation and just listen for what the responses are. You might ask” Tell me about how you decided to become a Christian”  Oh by the way, what would YOU say if asked?

The whoever of John 3:16 means that it is open to all, but also means that our Salvation is:

Personal – Only we can do it

We must make the choice ourselves, understand what we are doing, and accept and believe in Jesus as our own personal Savior.

This also means that our Salvation is because of a personal relationship with God and Jesus. How many of us believe what we have heard or been taught? Most of us are brought up and our beliefs are formed by years of teaching. This may be fine for secular things, but our understanding of Holy things needs to be what we have read in the Bible or experienced first hand…this way it becomes ours not a tape recording of someone else’s experiences.

The first step in coming to the Lord is recognition that we need Him. This may come easy to some and hard to others. Some people come to the Lord early in life and others must be broken later to see the need. The hardest people to share the Lord with are those who do not accept that they have a need.
Many of us learned our basic faith from a Bible Teacher, a parent, a friend, a youth minister or preacher. Others of us learned it from reading the Bible or other books. Some of us were “witnessed” to by other Christians. In almost all of these instances, there will be a person in need and a person who shares his experiences and hopes with them.

For many of us the path we took is sometimes called the Roman Road or the Romans Road because of the clear words of the Apostle Paul to the Romans where the verses come from.

Understanding God's Salvation Plan 
	10As it is written:    "There is no one righteous, not even one;”                    Romans 3:10.

23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.                Romans 3:23-24.

"12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned                 Romans 5:12.

8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.                                                                                                      Romans 5:8
23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.                                                                                                               Romans 6:23.

9That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.                                                                                                                      Romans 10:9-10.

13for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.."          Romans 10:13.


So what are the keys to Salvation? We learn them from these scriptures:

1. Recognize that you are not doing what God wants you to do, and are a “sinner” which means you are missing the mark that God has for each of us.

2. Recognize that NO ONE is any different in this regard. WE ARE ALL SINNERS and have been since the first man Adam disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden.

3. God makes us able to stand before Him in righteousness by His Grace and by nothing we have done.

4. But God loves us despite our sin and has made a path for us to be redeemed or saved through his son, Jesus the Christ or Messiah. This is a GIFT OF GOD to us

5. If we believe in our hearts that Jesus is what He says He is and was raised by God after the crucifixion to new Life, we are ready to be saved

6. We publicly declare our belief and that He is our Lord, as well as believe, we will be saved. Simple acceptance of His Gifts and plan are enough.
7. Any of us that do this are eligible for His Grace and salvation no matter what kind of life we have lived or what we have done.
When we do this, we turn our back on our sinful ways and God sends His Spirit to live within us to teach us and guide us and give us the power to live a righteous life. A changed heart is the key to changed ways.
Most of us will say a prayer that verbalized that we accept His free gift of Grace, ask that God cleanse us of our past sins and save us from any future sins, and give us His Holy Spirit to seal us until we go to be with Him in Heaven.

If you have never done this yourself, it is available to you now and you should do it because none of us are guaranteed tomorrow and no one else can do it for you.

If you are showing another the way, there are several things to keep in mind:

1. No one ever argued anyone into the Kingdom of God. We must each accept it ourselves and believe ourselves

2. All we do is tell the story and show the way…the saving is done by God and the Spirit is given by God. Our task is to be obedient and faithful to share

3. Some may just plant a seed and others harvest. You may be a planter sometimes and a harvester another. God is in control, not us. God has His timing, not ours, and God knows the future, not us. In short, God is God and we are not.

4. Memorize the Roman Road and be able to articulate your own experiences with the Lord. Share the blessings and use the growth you have had in tough times to offer encouragement to others.

5. People respond to relationships not rhetoric. There are no magic words or perfect prayer or program such as EE or other training.

6. John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Another Note:

Do not apologize for believing in God or in the “Narrow Way” of salvation.

Acts 4:12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."
No other name…not Mohammed, not Buddha, not Dali Llama…no Eastern mystic … Only Jesus Christ.

The acceptance and belief by God’s Grace and Mercy…  not a system of works or rules or church policies will do it.

All are eligible and this is the Good News or Gospel we need to share

Lesson 2 – God / Jesus / Holy Spirit
Today we pick up after the discussion about Salvation to try and take the complex topic of God and understand it. Let me say first of all that there is no way to do a comprehensive study of God in a single Bible Lesson, especially when you add the dimensions of Jesus and the Holy Spirit…so we will try and break down the topic into keys for our study and focus on them.

One cannot study God without an acceptance of the Holy Scriptures so we will assume that we all agree that the Bible is the revealed Word of God which was given to us by God through the power of the Holy Spirit and human writers.

I believe that even without the revealed scripture, we each have a suspicion that the world we see has a power beyond what we see with our own eyes. We feel that something or someone was involved in the creation of the world, animals, beautiful waterfalls, sunrises, sunsets, stars, moon, wind, plus the incredible complexity of human beings…Our abilities to love, to think, to do complex jobs, to write, to see, hear, and feel. We have higher order thinking skills to take the abstract thought and bring it to bear on our personal situation. We can sacrifice for the greater good or the long term need rather than the short term pleasure.
Without scripture we would believe in a God but we would not know who He is. Some people refuse to believe in any God today, as they have for centuries. Instead they believe the unbelievable ideas that we evolved and we are essentially no different from animals…or indeed that we are evolved from animals. I will save that discussion for another day but I want to take the idea of God and try to build a picture in words and attributes so we can begin to “see” God.

Let’s take a look at the beginning of the Book of Beginnings that we call Genesis. In the book of Genesis we see God:
Genesis 1 (NIV)
The Beginning 

 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Here we see that

“In the beginning God…”

These four words are critical that we understand and accept the attributes of God they reveal:

God was there in the beginning, actually before anything we now see in the world, God was there already. The Hebrew word for God used here is ELOHIM which is an interesting word. It is the word used for all types of Gods but it is a Plural name. It means that the way we understand God is that we should understand Him to be plural. This is consistent with the idea that Christians believe today where we see God in 3 persons. They are not revealed yet in scripture but we understand them as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
Other names of God are Yahweh or Jehovah which are the names in Hebrew and English translations. God has many other names in scripture that represent his character and attributes…Lord, Adonai, El Shaddai (God Almighty), Jehovah Jireh. We see the word “EL” which is the shortened name for God in Hebrew. It finds its way into many words and names we use today.

Bethel > means Beth El or house of God

Hallel> means God’s Praise

Michael, or Michel(le)> God’s Gift

Rafael> God has healed
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 "The Lord will Provide." Gen. 22:14. From "jireh" ("to see" or "to provide," or to "foresee" as a prophet.) God always provides, adequate when the times come. 
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 "The Lord Who Heals" Ex. 15:22-26. From "rophe" ("to heal"); implies spiritual, emotional as well as physical healing. (Jer. 30:17, 3:22; Isa. 61:1) God heals body, soul and spirit; all levels of man's being.
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 "The Lord Our Banner." Ex. 17:15. God on the battlefield, from word which means "to glisten," "to lift up," See Psalm 4:6.
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 "The Lord Who Sanctifies" "To make whole, set apart for holiness." The Lord says: "Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God. Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the Lord, who makes you holy." (Leviticus 20:7-8) 
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 "The Lord Our Peace" Judges 6:24. "Shalom" translated "peace" 170 times means "whole," "finished," "fulfilled," "perfected." Related to "well," welfare." Deut. 27:6; Dan. 5:26; I Kings 9:25 8:61; Gen. 15:16; Ex. 21:34, 22:5, 6; Lev. 7:11-21. Shalom means that kind of peace that results from being a whole person in right relationship to God and to one's fellow man.
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 Psa. 23, 79:13, 95:7, 80:1, 100:3; Gen. 49:24; Isa. 40:11.
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 Psa. 7:8, 96:13.
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 "LORD God" Gen. 2:4; Judges 5:3; Isa. 17:6; Zeph. 2:9; Psa. 59:5, etc.
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  "The Lord Our Righteousness" Jer. 23:5, 6, 33:16. From "tsidek" (straight, stiff, balanced - as on scales - full weight, justice, right, righteous, declared innocent.) God our Righteousness.
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 "The Lord Our Shepherd" Psa. 23, from "ro'eh" (to pasture).
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 "The Lord is There" (Ezek. 48:35).
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  "The Lord of Hosts" The commander of the angelic host and the armies of God. Isa. 1:24; Psa. 46:7, 11; 2 Kings 3:9-12; Jer. 11:20 (NT: Rom. 9:29; James 5:4, Rev. 19: 11-16)
Let’s take a look at the general attributes of God.
Most interpreters see seven natural attributes and four moral attributes of God

Natural Attributes
Self Existence- God exists by reason of what he is in himself.  He is eternal in being (Gen 1:1 and Isa 57:15)
Immutability – God NEVER CHANGES. His character, nature, or purpose. (Deut 4:26-38; Jer 31:31-34;Matt 21:33-45; 2Pet2:4-10)

Immensity – God is greater than time and space. Nothing can contain Him (Rom 11:33-36)

Eternity- God has no beginning or end. He is not confined to our idea of time.  Past, present, and future are all the same to Him

Omniscience – All knowing. God knows everything, even everything we will do in the future. This does NOT mean he has pre-destined it, only that He knows it. God allows our free will but He knows our choices.
Omnipotent – All Powerful. Nothing is too hard for Him. He is not limited by human ideas of what can be done or the natural laws of this world.
I would add the idea of Sovereignty – I am not sure how you would class it but it means that God is sovereign. Whatever He does is totally within His prerogative, but He will not violate His Nature.

The four Moral Attributes are:

Holiness – Separated by His moral excellence, whole idea of being separated FOR service to God for us (Isa 6:3; Lev 11:44)
Righteousness – God’s self affirmation of what is “right” bestowed to us by His Grace (Rom 3:26; 10:1-15; 2 Cor 5:19)
Truth – God is the source and basis for all truth ( John 14:6)
Love – This attribute permeates all of His others. (John 14:6)
Because He has Attributes we consider Him a person. Not in the sense that you are I are separate people, but He is distinct in His attributes. This is the same idea for God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  We also believe that God is one but in plural form.

In the Shema, Hebrew scripture confirms this in Deut 6:4.
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 

7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
Again, the word for God is Elohim, so how can this be? We call this the Trinity although this word does not appear anywhere in the Bible. It was coined in the 2nd century by Tertullian in the early church as a way to explain the belief that God is One, yet in three ways He manifests Himself to us, or three persons as defined earlier. This distinction is clearly seen in John 20:17.
John 20:17 (NIV)

 17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "

God the Son
Christ is the eternal Son of God. He is the Key to man’s knowledge of God and History. The OT reveals the Redemption and Hope of God and points to a messiah (annointed one) or Christ. The NT reveals this Messiah coming to dwell with Man in the flesh (incarnation) and the ways we see God through Christ. His earthly name is Yeshua in Hebrew, or Joshua in English or Jesus in Greek. They all mean “Jehovah Saves” or “Jehovah is Salvation”.

There are many names or titles given to Jesus. Some of them are Lord, Christ, Son of Man, Son of God, Word (John), Lamb of God, and many others.
The gospel of John stresses the diety of Christ. John plainly tells us that the Word (the embodiment of God’s mind and thought) is Christ and He is eternal, the creator, the co equal with God, Was God

John 1:1-5

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 

 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

Colossians 2:9-11 (NIV)

 9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.
Jesus has his own uniqueness and attributes that make him the person we call him. First of all He came to live among us as one of us. Part of his revealed nature is his complete humanness. He was completely Human as well as completely God. Where God the Father is a Spirit, God the Son came to us in the flesh as the incarnate God. He also came through a supernatural process we call the Virgin Birth. Both the Gospels of Matthew and Luke record this story and we accept it, even though it is beyond our human mind to understand it. Even though in our world with our understanding, it seems impossible we must remember that God is all powerful and sovereign. If God wants to do something, He has the power and capability. With God all things are possible. In this way we accept the idea of the virgin birth of our Lord. Joseph was not his biological father. Mary was His biological mother.

Sinless Life – We also accept because the Bible tells us that Jesus lived a sinless life as a human. This also seems impossible to us, but since he is fully God, He has the power to do it and He did

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Atoning Death – God gave us a path to salvation through the death of Jesus, who by dying a sinless death atoned for all our sins. His blood covers our Sin and allows us to stand before God, justified by God’s grace through Jesus Christ.

Romans 3:25-26 (NIV)

25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 
26he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
Triumphal Resurrection – Jesus was raised from the dead after his crucifixion and appeared to his disciples and many others. This is a well documented fact that we need to totally embrace as Christians. This fact provides the basis for our blessed Hope that we too will be resurrected to be with him, as He promised.

1 Corinthians 15:3-5 (NIV)

 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance[a]: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Peter,[b] and then to the Twelve.
Mediatory Reign – Forty days after He was resurrected Jesus ascended to be with the Father at his right hand (hand of power) See Acts1:9. There He reigns in the role of a mediator between us and God. He is our high priest. We believe in the priesthood of the believer in that we need no other human interceder between us and the Lord. We are our own earthly priest when we become saved.
At the end of the Age, He will return in glory and triumph to judge the world as we see in Revelation. In the meantime He is the only way to reconcile sinful man to God and the only path to salvation. We discussed this last week and I would add the following verse.

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (NIV)

18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
21God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Jesus is God and Jesus is Man. He is the only way we come to the Father. He came bodily to live among us and showed us the Father through Himself. His perfect sacrifice of himself as the Lamb of God, provides us the atonement for our sin and allows us to stand fully cleansed and righteous before God the Father when we accept the free gift of Salvation as discussed last week.

God the Holy Spirit

In so many ways the Holy Spirit is the forgotten God. We really don’t have a grasp of who He is and why we need him. If we have Jesus, why do we need the Holy Spirit? This is a good question and I will try to answer it today as well.
First of all the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of Jesus. He is God in Spirit form with specific tasks as it relates to us and our world. Originally the word we translate “Spirit” had the meaning “wind” or “breath”. In the KJV they unfortunately call him the Holy Ghost, which is not an accurate portrayal of Him. The breath of God is spirit, and the wind is like a spirit in that it is not seen and blows where it wants to. It is good to understand the Holy Spirit as the breath of God that goes where He wants it to. It is a part of the Elohim God.

In scripture He is active in the creation of the world, and plays a part in the virgin birth of Christ. He is the agent that inspired the men of old to write the scripture and bring the Bible to us today. We see him also in physical form represented by a dove at the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, and as something that looked like cloven tongues of fire at the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

He was also present at the death of Christ, the resurrection of Christ, and was the supernatural agent in the miracles of Christ.  Jesus sent forth his disciples in the power of the Spirit because they could do nothing without His Power.

After the resurrection of the Lord, the work of the Holy Spirit is to carry on the work of Jesus and complete the work that God the Father has ordained for Him.
Four specific works need to be mentioned:
Scriptures: He is the revelation, inspiration, and illumination that caused the writers to pen the Bible as we have it. Many other works were written by men but only these were deemed to be inspired by the Holy Spirit, or God breathed. This work is of uncountable or measurable value to us as we see Gods redemptive plan laid out for us to read, pray over, accept and follow.

Administration: In the book of Acts we see the Holy Spirit empowering the people of God to set up, administer, and grow the Church. This administration work has been powerful throughout the age of the church to not only take the church where God wants it, but to correct the errors that have been constantly added by man. We see the hand of God through the Spirit of God thoughout the history of the Church, and we read the future history of the church in the prophecy concerning the Rapture, the 2nd coming, and the end times. We get guidance every day from the spirit, if we listen.

Lost people: The Holy Spirit convicts of Sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11). The Holy Spirit is the agent of change to take a lost person and bring them to the point where they will accept the gift of grace by God and believe in Jesus as their savior. Nothing we do does this, only the Spirit. We can hinder the work of the spirit but we cannot do His work.
Christians: When a person becomes a believer, the Holy Spirit comes to live IN us. This is huge and makes us a new creature in Christ. Our nature is forever changed and we begin the journey of faith and belief with the Spirit by our side. He teaches us, he guides us, He illumines us, He empowers us, He gives us courage to do the right thing, He encourages us, He comforts us in sorrow, and He gives us a thirst for the things of God.

He exhorts us to Holy Living. Equally important is what He does NOT do. He does Not glorify Himself, only Christ. He seeks no glory for himself, only Christ. He does not point to Himself, only Christ. He does not reveal Himself, only Christ.

This is why we rely on Christ and seem to forget the Spirit, but the Lord himself said:

John 14:15-20 (NIV)

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

 15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.

We study the Spirit through His Gifts of the Sprit and we understand what it means to live the spirit filled life but I want to focus on another topic.

Jesus told us we as Christians are indwelled by the Holy Spirit, but that is not the same as being filled by Him. Some churches teach a second blessing as if we do not get all the full Spirit when we are saved, but that is not scriptural. What they are referring to is the filling of the Holy Spirit. Generally this belief comes from an inaccurate reading of Acts 19:2. I have shown it below in 2 translations which highlights this difference.
Acts 19:1-2 (KJV)

 1And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

 2He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

Acts 19:1-2 (NIV)

1While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" 
      They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."
As you can see in the KJV there is the notion that the two events (belief and receiving the Holy Spirit) are separate events, but in all the more accurate translations they have corrected it to say “when you believed, did you receive the Holy Spirit”. This new translation make the meaning clearer that with belief comes the Spirit, and with the Spirit comes regeneration and new life.
The scripture does not teach a separate event or second blessing. When you believe, you receive the complete Holy Spirit in all the fullness of him.
If one lives in the Spirit, this should mean walk with the Spirit as well. Each of us must though prayer and listening to the Spirits still small voice, yield our old natures to His guidance and ask that He purge our old ways and fill us with His ways. We can have the spirit but lead weak, uninspired, and no fruit lives. We must surrender ourselves so He can fill us with His Spirit completely and live the abundant and Spirit filled live He created us to live.

This is what is meant by being filled with the Spirit.  We need to constantly search out the dark corners of our life and ask the Spirit to drive them away and fill us with His power.

If we walk in the Spirit, we will glorify God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit

Ephesians 5:9 (NIV)

9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)

Lesson 3 – My Role – What am I to do and how do I go about doing it

If I come to the Lord, and accept His offer of Salvation as we discussed in Lesson 1, what do I do next?
This discussion is different depending on whether you are currently involved in a Church.

Obviously, if you are not involved in a church, you need to find one that teaches the Word of God and has a program that disciples new believers. Most evangelical churches have programs or personnel that can guide you. If you have someone who is a strong Christian, seek their guidance.

If you are involved in a church, then you should get yourself in a Bible Study program and begin a daily or systematic study of Gods word. We already talked about our assumption that God’s Word is Truth and encompasses his Redemptive history with Man. By reading God’s Word you will come to understand that God expects some things from each of us. Knowing these expectations is important.
God made us for His pleasure and gave us free will because He wants us to love Him like He loves us. He does not force us into submission but because He loves us enough to redeem us from our lostness to deliver us to a point of salvation we should be thankful and follow Him. Not only do we need to obey but we need to trust Him to do what He said he would do. The old song has it right, “Trust and Obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”
Following Him takes on several points of thought. First, we need to do what He asks us to do. Being obedient should be a top goal of Christians…obedient to His will, His Plan for us, and the Actions He has asked us to take. Second, we need to seek His dynamic will for our daily lives. We will discuss both of these thoughts.
We can never be perfect, even though we are saved. We can live each day trying to be better conformed to what He wants us to be and do. Life for a Christian is a Journey that we live out from the moment we are saved, until the time we are called home to be with Him in Heaven. We are not all at the same place but we are on the same journey to the same place. We have different goals, duties, missions, but the same Spirit guides us.

If God expects us to be obedient, how do we go about it?  Learning what Gods will is in our lives is a big topic of discussion in today’s church. Some call it our “purpose” or what God created us to be and do. This is so important. God reveals his will for us through many avenues…scripture, prayer, Spirit guidance, friends, pastors, teachers, and perhaps a few more. But God does not often show us his complete will, just enough to keep us moving forward. For the Christian, his will is generally given in Holy Scripture. If you cannot figure out what to do, read scripture and it will provide you with things to do that will keep you in His Will.
After you have read and followed what God has lead you to in scripture, let the Spirit guide you through prayer and asking for His wisdom and direction. So many times Christians are stalled because they are waiting for some big guidance in their life, but are not being obedient to the things God has commanded in Scripture. Don’t expect God to lay out the big things until and unless you are obedient in the small things.

Listening to the preached or taught Word can illumine your mind to Gods will for you. So many times a word is said or taught, or a song sung that grabs our attention and penetrates both our heart and mind. These moments can be signs from the Lord and should be accompanied by study and prayer. God’s Spirit is a faithful guide, instructor, mentor, illuminator, encourager, bringer of comfort, bringer of discomfort, memory jogger, giver of spiritual gifts, empowerer, deliverer, and protector. Use Him to help you become more obedient.
God’s two most important commandments are to Love Him and Love each other. By following the route the Spirit leads us we will also share the good news of Salvation with others. We are not the bringers of salvation, but we are the witnesses to Gods Salvation and power in our lives. We are commanded to go to the World and tell them about Jesus. Once we have done that we are to baptize believers (as an act of obedience) and disciple them as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Loving God in all we do, all we say, all we think…in short, in all things. As part of Loving God we need to honor Him, Praise Him, Worship Him, and Listen to Him. There are so many things in this commandment that we do not have time or space to discuss them, BUT the Spirit will reveal to you all things and you will just need to take action.
Loving each other – both our brothers and sisters in Christ, and those who are not. We must love humans because we are all created in God’s image and God loves every man, every woman, and every child. Again, the list of things to do is long but everything from being a lover of God and not this World is a good start. We are just passing through and we need to focus on the things of God in our relationship with the World and other people. Coming together to worship and learn about God and teach others is Church. Fellowship is important. Lifting each other up and carrying each others burdens is important. Help other people if you want to help yourself.

Following your own calling by God and using your gifts to honor Him in His service.

Lastly I would say live in the Spirit and see others through the eyes of Faith, Be responsive to His call and leadings, and dream big dreams. God has a purpose for you and for me. To live to the highest that we were created for, we must find our purpose, our gifts, and use Gods power to use them to transform ourselves.

If I told you that God had given me the gift of playing baseball, and had empowered me with his spirit to do it…you would want to watch me play and expect me to do great things. After all, God is with me and powering me.

What if I told you that God has gifted you with a supernatural gift, and put His Spirit IN YOU to empower and guide you…we would all want to line up and see you in action. We would expect supernatural things from you.

Interestingly enough, God has done that for you and for me. I ask you in all honesty, “Are you playing and using your gift in supernatural ways, or are you wasting the power and gift God has given you”?
I ask you to pray today for God to use the power within you to embolden you to use the spirit and the power to do something supernatural for Him. Be a supernatural teacher, Deacon, father, mother, Grandmother, Grandfather, brother, sister, husband, wife, employer, employer, or disciple.

Start today and pray.
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