August 20, 2008
Wednesday night Bible Study
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We are all familiar with the term “Bible” and we associate it with our
scriptures Historically it has other uses and it derivation is simple a

Word for book, although it has the historical meaning of small book

or booklet, and our Bible is a gathering of many smaller books.

We call this gathering of approved books, the Canon, which means the
Books that Christians believe are Divinely inspired by God.



If you were to be unfamiliar with the Bible and open one for the first
time you would notice two major sections (besides maps and
Concordance). In some Bibles, there is a 3" section, called the
Apocrypha, which I will deal with later.

As you can see, the word “testament” may be a little confusing but is
Better thought of as a covenant or contract. This idea of a covenant

Is a key item to understand the OT and its place in the overall
Relationship between God and Man. We will cover this more next week.
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As mentioned before, the Bible is made of many smaller books, and
They were written between 1500 BC and 400 BC for the OT and about
55 AD and 100 AD for the NT. The NT books were written with about
70 years after Jesus’ death, but the OT covers a wider sweep of time
and other historical details like the creation of man, earth, plants and
animals, and the world.



Old Testament;

In our OT there are 39 books, and the material we now have has
come from many fragment sources of stone, clay, and vellum or leather.



Some of you know, that the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in the late

1940s but were not really analyzed until the 50s. These scrolls were

accidently found hidden in caves near Qumran and were probably placed

there by a Jewish group called the Essenes long ago. There is not clear
understanding of who exactly they were or when or why they placed these in the
caves, but there is some thought that they were placed there to hide them from
Roman invaders to protect them. Due to the lack of light and the extremely dry air,
plus the physical protection of them being rolled up and placed in clay jars, the
fragments of scrolls were remarkable preserved.

Vicki and | went to a Dead Sea Scroll exhibit in Raleigh last month since there were
real fragments and the scroll story on display. It is a extremely interesting story and confirms the reliability
of the copies of the texts we were using.
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Aramaic is the language common to Jews after 500 BC. It was the
language of the land of Aram (who was Noah’'s grandson) and is now
the area around Syria. It is a semitic language very similar to Hebrew,
but more widely spoken by ancient semitic people. It was used from

Egypt to Asia Minor, through Persia and was the language of the
Assyrians and Babylonians.
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250-100 BC
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Remember, the last of the books of the OT to be written was Malachi
in about 400 BC. Malachi means My Messenger in Hebrew, and is a
short but important book to close the OT and gives instruction to the
Jews and scolds the priests for being unfaithful to God’s covenant
with Abraham and with Levites. There is good instruction to us about
keeping the faith, and being people who honor and keep our
commitments to God and our covenants with God.
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This book is the basis of the early Latin
translations by Jerome, an early Catholic
priest and becomes the basis for the OT
portions of the Latin Vulgate, which is the
base test for many early Bibles.
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Codex is the first appearance of book like publications and not scrolls
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Next week we will focus on the content of the OT and why it is important in its
own right, as well as important for Christians. We will start with the notion that
the final or present covenant builds on the first covenant. To understand really
Christianity, one needs to be familiar with the keys of the OT building blocks.

We will look at them then.
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